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UNITED STATES GOVERL_.ENT

Memorandum -
Delooch
Evu.ns

to : MR. BELMO pate:  9/19/63 (1,2‘

2 an —

Trotter .,

FROM : A. ROSEN{W Tele. Roog —7
Gandy

supject:  UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; BOMBING OF :

, O SIXTEENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, LAY
s PBIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, 9/15/63
RACIAL MATTERS

Reference is made to my previous memorandum of today con-
cerning the developments in connection with the Anniston phase of this
case and my conversation with SAC Roy Moore concerning the need to
vigorously press this phase of the case.

I, therefore, recommend that we immediately send ten

, additional men into Birmingham so that we can keep the pressure on
our activity at a high pitch. So far we have generated considerable -
interest locally in the fact that the FBI is investigating this case and I
feel if we are going to come up with results time will be of the essence.
Consequently, it is most desirable that in view of the developments at
Anniston that we put as much pressure at this focal point as possible,

l I discussed this matter with SAC Moore and he agrees that ten men
could be used most advantageously.

In view of the above, it is recommended that ten men be
jimmediately dispatched to Birmingham to report to SAC Moore and that
|f1ve cars be made available to the Blrmmgham office.
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9-21-63
PLAIN TEXT

TRLETYPE URGENT

TO BAC SAVANNAH (157-503)
PROM DIRECTOR FBI (157-1028)
¢ W

RE SAVANNAH TEL SEPTEMBER TWENTY LAST INDICATING
APPEOXIMATELY ONE ZERO ZXRO INTERVIEWS REMAINING IN THE
INVESTIGATION AIMED AT INTERVIEVING MEMBERS KLAN AND HATE
GROUPS. INSURE SUPFICIENT PERSONNRL ASSIGNED TO COMPLETE
OK TOP PRIORITY BASIS, INSUBE IXFORMANTS AND/OR SOURCES
REMAIN ALERT FOR AXY PERTINENT REACTION INDICATING
POSSIBLE COMPLICITY OF GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS,

BIRMINGHAM ADVISED BY MAIL,
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9/20/63
CODE

If next radio contact
missed send by plain
RADIOGRAN | URGEKT text, urgent teletype

TO SBACS BIRMINGHAM
MOBILE

FROM DIRECTOR FBI

REGURAD AUGUST TWENTY_NINE, SIXTYTHREE, CAPTIONED QUOTE
/#TIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY, BACIAL MATTERS UNQUOTE, RERAD

INSTRUCTED YOUR OFFICE TO SURVEIL AND PHOTOGRAPH PERSONS ENTERX
AND LEAVING NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY EEADQUARTERS BIRMINGHAM;

4«7 THESE PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE REVIEWED FOR RAMBLER STATION WAGON
<

27,0 wmerioneo &Y (N, o sruiNGaAu. CONSIDER MAINTAININ

——’1 PAYSICAL SURVEILLANCE OF NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY HEADQUARTERS
}‘( AND PHOTOGRAPHING PERSONS AND CARS APPEARING THERE, ALL SUCH PERSON!
T | ARE LOGICAL SUSPECTS IN THIS BOMBING, CONSIDER Iu-mnvrms OF THESE
5| pemsom: 0103 /57— o257 /23
S CONSIDER REVIEW OF ALABALA L e, W&gmﬁ LICENSE

REGISTER BEARING FIRST THREE DICITS ONE A snvm: oR om_a_szvm FOR £
eoné
4 STATION WAGON/¥HICH COULD RESEMELE A BAUBLER SUE: 3§ g N

ASCERTAIN MAEE AND HODEL oF 'AUTOMOBILE OWNED mr—

T —OF NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY SINCE IT IS BELILVED HE OWNS A L

s Mohr
S:;‘;:’;:Emmm. ,. ADIVSE BUREAY EXTENT OF PHQTOGRAPHING wn:cn nAS TAKEN

Conrad __R.BI‘ A/ rati o N
;; S 114
M )')L(_,t &

Deloach .. 7777

Evans /
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trottet
Tele. Room _____“ R
Holmes __
Gandy
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i v ny o WATMNE? TIEYA TVATTA TN IS A Lo
Futvs Al RATAVNAG BIALES RIULLD rani: wm;m.

ADVIS! IF LICENIE PI.ATES AND MAKES OF AUTO!!OBILIS m .
OBTAINED OF NATIONAL STA'I.‘ES BIGHTS PABTY MORCADE '.DO mn'momr
ALABAMA, AUGUST THIRTY-ORE. SIXTYTHREE, PERSONS IN THIS HOTOR-
CADE IF KNOWN SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING INSTANT BOMBING.,
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' URGENT 9-23-63 4~35 PM EST MB X
| 4o PfRECTOR, FBI

| FROM SAC ATLANTA 157-582 2 P

s

OBPFMB_, RE BUTEL TO ATLANTA SEPTEMBER wmrvrmaz,'“é"“ /

_— AN

INSTANT.

25 SEp 25 1983
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|

ABOVE INFO FURNISHED BY TELETYPE TO BIRMINGHAM ON
SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN LAST. AND REQUESTED BIRMINGHAM TO GIVE
THE ABOVE INFO THE GREATEST DISCREETNESS IN THE EVENT
INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED.

END AND ACK PLS

5-44 PM OK FBI WA MSL
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-58) _—

FBI

Date: 9/18/63
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Transmit the following in : |
L
|

{

M |

i

{Type in plain text or code)
AIRTEL AIRMAIL
{Priority or Method of Mailing)
________________________________________________ R
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI . 1y
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-376)(P)

sussect: Yjanca on onrcousey,.aranays. (71
RACIAL MATTERS & L‘\
) h“-“-h"ﬂ,_‘,’,{_,[)bu”l e

Re Birmingham teletype, 9/18/63.

Transmitted herewith are eight copies of a letterhead
memorandum pertaining to the above-captioned matter. 4:(:) 4 20

Birmingham Confidential Informant .-

. :'{-’( Copies of this letterhead memorandum have been
. disseminated to local Military Intelligence Agencies.

Copy of letterhead memo is also furnished to the 6
Mobile Office for information.
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UNI.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1400 -~ 2121 Building

In Reply, Please Refer to Birmingham, Alabama, 35203

File No.

September 19, 1963

RE: MARCH ON MNONTGOMERY, ALABANA

A newscast of Radio Station WSGN at approximately
12:55 P.M. on September 17, 1963, indicated that Negro
leaders who approved the above-mentioned motion had advised
that additional planning was required and as of the time
of the newscast, no date for the March had been set.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it

and its contents are not to bhe dlstributed

outside your agency.
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TIGAT
Birmingham, Alabama, 35203
September 19, 1963

Titls: MARCH ON MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
Character: RACIAL MATTERS
Reference: Letterhend Memorandum dated
9/19/63 in captioned matter.
All sources (except any listed below) whose

=et gy -———

identities are concealed in referenced comnunication have
furnished reliable information in the past.

M d on o cmcnma
This document contains neither recommendstions nor con-~

clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to

be distributed outside your agency.



TRUE COPY

/6 9-18-63

Mr. J. Edcar Hoover 3/)( 7/A C'7{“reez7L éa,;.% rdéarc/

Dear Sir

In regardsto the the Bombing of the Negro Church in
Birmingham Ala. Sunday. ¢ -/5 —&.3

The Pastor of that Church should be questioned, as to where
he was, and what he was doing, during Sunday school. lots of preachers
have comited some aweful crimes. Some pastors, relax in their Study,
are roam the church during Sunday School. He could have planned and
carried out this, for he said they was expecting it. had ben since Luther
King drew a crowd of 2,000 at a speaking. Maby he was jelous of King's
influance over the Negrows. wants to be the center of attraction his self_z""g

This is just a thought. I think nothing should be over
looked, Please excuse me if I'm wrong in being so Consurned about

this mad killer.
A . Respectivaly
BN

P. S. Iam not a detective, wish I was.
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REC 31 September 23, 1963

157 ]025=/3%

N
o

- I84
© W00N ONIOVIY-0.03Y

vea (NN
| Your letter of September 18th has been received
and I appreciate your furnishing your observations.

I want to assure you that every effort is being made
in the FBI investigation to develop factual information. We will -
explore every feasible, logical lead and we do not base our
investigation on any preconceived conclusions.

L

Enclosed is an article I hope will be of interest

to you.
Sincerely yours,
0. Edgar HOOVer
MRAILED, 3L
SEP 2 41963 John Edgar Hoover

COMMEBL. mrrr Director I/
o R Enclosure ' ‘
M The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights ‘

‘.ﬁ . :" NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
s
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1w pisc {/ ?/61 SEP 30 jciik

'ﬂ/7
'URGENT 9=23=63 6-0SPMCST T™
TO DIRECTOR, FBI /157-3025/ AND SAC, BIRMINGHAM

FROM ___ SAC, NEW ORLEANS /1571-32%4/ 1 P

CZJBAPBO?.QI 00, BIRMINGHAM.
RE NEW ORLEANS TEL SEPTEMBER TWENTYONE LAST.

NO INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED TODAY, TWENTYFOUR REMAIN TQ BE Q7
B 2R S ]

CONDUCTED. ALL AGENTS IN AREA OF INTERVIEWSTUTILIZED IN

DEMONSTRATIONS IN SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, AREA, — — *=-.

END AND ACK PLS - - 5 SEP 25 1963

VA 8-06 PM OK FBI WA WS
BH 606 PM OK FBI BH: sn:a 4
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Lc}?orutory Transmittal Form
792

o ' o u—%%—‘ » - Mr, Lavin, Rm. 2268
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Date: .
s

FBI, Birmingham (157-352) September 20, 1963

. i C 3 ‘
R .
Om John Edgar Hoover, Director

FBI File No.

Lab- No- 157-1025
PC-77236 CF CW

Examination requested by:

Birmingham
letter 9/17/63 )

Remarks: nxplosj'ves - SPQCtrographic - .1cr°sc0pic -
’ Miscellaneous -

Reference:

Exomination requested:

This report confirms and supplenents the teletype ;
sent to your office on September 20, 1963, ,

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) <
WRH:sh , ‘ m
(e " e i
- ) -
] o

Tolson o .
Belmont
Wohr
Casper
Callahan
Conrad — _F
DeLoach

REG- 56 L§7_,/0229/Qi

-_-—-—'-""'-

Evans us SEP 25 1963
Rosen
Suliivan

Tuve]_‘(:'_._:;.__‘l'! . ¢ s,
Bt £ bbd ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
Holmes

Gandy

et

e

MAIL ROOM 3 teLeryre vur 1




REPORT )
k" _ e Ofthe -

AN %
- LABORATORY L h

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. '
To: FBY, Birmingham ) o Date: September 20, 196
: ‘ e . SR FBIFile No.  157=1025 = :’ g
Re: BAPBOMB _ o ' o Lab. No. 7 xi‘f—'"i’?iﬁﬁ CF CY -

Specimens received ’/18/53 s person‘ally delivered by SA —

Ql Pieces of heavy gauge wire from the wire screen covering
the windows in the iadies lounge

Q2 Pleces of window frame from windows in the ladies lounge

Q3 Fragments of drapery material from drapes covering the
windows in the ladies lounge

Q4 JFragment of metal frame from screens covering windows in
ladies lounge .

Q5 Scrapings from windowsill of windows in ladies lounge

Q8 Piece of red plastic-insulated wire found on floor among
debris in ladies lounge . _

Q7 Pleces of concrete from an Oldsmobile and Chevrolet outside
of church

K1 Pilece of red plastic~insulated wire taken from a bell

signal system used in the church
Results of examinationg ‘

Exaninations of specimens Ql through Q7 failed to

y foreiga residuecs or fragments which were indicative

-
L2 J

xXEeve
oI &

~a¥t o
de
B8

pecific type of explosive or fusing device.

: Specimen Q6 is & 10" length of red plastic~insulated
copper-coated steel wire similar in all respects to a wire
uged in jacketed telephone “JKT" Station Wire, Nothing was
found from an examination of specimen Q6 to identify it as a
part of a bombing device, Specimen Q6 is different from the
copper wire, K1,

The evidence listed above is being returned to your
office under geparate cover by Railway Express.
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72 L i

Recorded FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
9/19/83 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Tarvem

| Sty

Laboratory Work Sheet

Re: BAPBOMB File g 167-1025— /% €
Lab. ¥ PC=77236 CF CW

Examination requested by: SAC, Birmingham (157-352) (let 9/17)

Exgmination requested: Explosives = Spectrographicnute received: 9/18/63 per
Microscopic (met)

Result of Examination: Miscellaneous Examination by

4>¢<

per. pel. by sANEENGTGEGEGEGY - o553 43\\
] :

- f
oh alz%3

acimens s

Speci bmitt

Ql Pieces of heavy gauge wire from the wire screen covering the
windows in the ladies lounge
= Q2 Pieces of window frame from windows in the ladies lounge
o Q3 Fragments of drapery material from drapes covering the windoww.s
= in the ladies lounge
Q4 TFragment of metal frame from screens covering windows in ladies loung
Q5 Scrapings from windoy 5ill of windows in dadies lounge
Q6 Piece of red plastic-insulasséd wire found on floor among debris

S in ladies lounge ; .
@7 Pioces. ¢ Coverele From on Oldsmobte + ChevvaleT auTsde ¢~ churen

K1 Piece of red plastio~insulated wire taken from a bell signal sgstem
used in the church
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PC-77236 . .
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1-2 J é#39;

FEDERAL BUREAU  OF INVESTIGATION

&#39;°°°"d°d uumzo STATE®EPARTMEMNF' JUSTICE
9/19/Q3

Laboratory Work Sheet

st 88- amen Filel; 158#39;: AHI5R

Lab. # PC-77236 CFCW

Examinagopresiedac Birminghmt, 7 352! let 9/17!
Examinatgunestedkwloslvea Spectrograp iDateeceive@lf18/63per

Resuliof Eizarninaiioni Migg%ﬁ%?ggus met! Ex mimj E
we W11
:~:-:b:y- o/W

sz [E31-I»1QADA>G0. ZBYE/S25REIE HAd .|, ~,,,8ni/
J"J T./Fi&#39:6iZeWW4,>, ¢ Quywc

Q1
o, Q2
3

ces of heavy gauge wire tron the tire screen covering the
wrindows the ladies loungo . )
ces of window frame from winders the ladies lounge
a1 gmentsof drapery material fnomdrapes coverinz the iindoes

- L31" the  ladi T lo ngIe . .. .
11751 agmenot metal frame from screenscoveringinndows ladies loun
B2 EH39, rapings from windowsill of windows ladies lounge _
ece of red plastic inselgied eownd on floor amongdebris

in ladies lounge

k1 Piece of red plastic insulated wire taken tron 1 bell signal system
used the dhurch

I Q 4 Specimenssnbmglttedor examination
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A - @56?9
L onempigzhaasl,; asz' I&#3@,# ULE;tr
‘ £62- ~ &H#H3%EH39, - . POl
' -2 &#39 4»&#39"?&#9‘
Inconne@tlon

B ome et oo 108K areaoi instant churc ,mg:lollol- t

I . 92 @ <:'a: ’ and __act delivered

Screeralt buoy; glttgl wire :1&#39thein wire
e‘gvenng oror tho windows 1a tho

@ 1 | 78#39;--

P1BI&#39;3$0i  window trons Ira lindolo in  tho
Q{ | lidili lounge.
Fragments of drapery material ta-on drapes
(ivarmg the windows in the ladies lounge.
ST . _&#39;_ &#39;. ..,6,_&#309;. \@

Fragment oi metal trans tron corneas covar-

@315|ng, lindbi in 1-B5110810921n50-

oraplogs tron windor $111 oi lindorws in

Iounge - I
 &#39:1 § L S

oA iece of rod plastic insulated tire found
”<| on lloor moo; debrtt in Indies loungi-

59, Pzecc oi rod plastic insulated I11-c taken
N S The  Xi-colt bell signal system used in the church
F. &#3%4
_--5; laboratory is requested to examine items one
223951 through ve for possible explosive rosicues; and, to oxauino
N the wire, itea 6, in an attempt to identity it an to type.
e i &#39; The lire, item 7, iron an installation in tho church 18
IS recognized as larger than the wire 1n item 5.
to 11owing th out and natlon,t hcbodl 0 toms Ihldon
@10 returned to this oltico.
2- Bureau
Package  Copy
- Birmingham
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callexztea slum- tugthe ea-ins It-Gan us:-ch of the instant bribing."
it-ea Q! 9N-QQQO-QQOLQY £4; QLQQQQt. hoary gang: urn
vita screen an-raring over the winders-tn the 1:41:13 Image

L--HLEHSI at uladaw Iran ta-on windows la ma 104100 Iwage !  tragnnmts
41-apury luterinl Iran dupes eon:-Lu¢ tic rind»: in tho ladin
! trigicat _at natal inn  1&#39deamm!  covering linskvva 1.1 max»
i-iif Wiy AEME?5-i di-ma-ii-ii o osin i i&#39;11i98H#8 ;i la-a-a
I piece oi rcci plastic Insalntrd  virgtcund on Hear ulna;
in adieu xmage ! via-cc oi rad {Mastic Lnsuizud win uh-cu troy
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gm amlatlaa at the txuliutiom. -&#39;  ?2_

B i 7 KW &#39;

, For infuruat ion.

r, Eaten
air. inmich
Evans

1

1

1 - n-.

11" Err Vila, E! $233
E;-<s.!::£]1&#39;>&#309;

_&#32‘%9 &m&]#(é -1 1 &#39

oA I3

Irma the



1> J

- DEL/&#39; H &#39;

SE? .tQ;
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-~ A Administrative Division was advised or the special bombing
case being handled in the Birmingham  Office and it was
suggested to him that the Administrative Division might
TV desire to furnish appropriate instructions to the Birmingham
o Qifilice on the matter arost,
_?ﬁgg: ACTION:
For your information.
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157-1025 / /
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At Bureau instructions, SAC, Birmingham, is presently reporting time spent on

sit-ins, bombing;,desegre ation and related matters

Jans @rasi-tierd

Mot~ HRBSSYURIL hls 5

the caption Sit-

1058#3R%19_IM9_1_-;|_;9-1-h4: &#39;! _rtg|

9/10/63 from SACto Director, with copy to each field. office, requested all of-
to Birmingham as of the close

fices having activity in these matters

to report

of business each Saturday the time spent dhese
IBAPBO Miéi repdeted above caption.

matters.
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NO FURTHER
EFFORT WILL BE MADE RE THIS STORY.
THREATS CHURCH.
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CAPTIONED BOMBING OR ANY  POSSIBLE SUSPECTSO
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h%TO IMI. ROS _,,__§V_ , DATESS§%E)teM@Z,,
03¢, //1 1, Jruv o
Imo»: : C, L, Mg39; _92T L.nm._
1 SUBJEVY1 BAPBOMB [L/- Genidy__
&AIReference IS mad® mynemorandu896&ncerning the
-&#391 C83Bs-C
arrival of  Presidential representatives, Kenneth Royall and Earl Blaik, in
&#g%%g 1.,&#39::Birmingham, Afabama, morning, 9/24/ 63. Assistant Attorney General
’ ~ Oberdorfer advised tﬁalyall and Blaik and an attorney from Royall&#39;s
55?9; .-=-i&#39-_-office, Robert  Larson, \aittive in Birmingham at H.:30 m., Central
y28#3%__  gtandard Time, this morning aboard an AVCO Corporation plane with the

tail number, M20-L.

The paitty be met atthe airport by Birmingham Mayor

OperdorferTeno

Iding.

Mr. Oberdorfer requests that the U. S. Marshal&#39;sffice on the
15th ftafor that building be advised of the afival Messrs. Royall and

Blaik.

V&
&@39; . Mr. Oberdorfer dlsmished the telephone  numbers of the

- penthouse apartment ithe Ailding where the gentlemen will Isaying.
UG - The numbers are 323-3961 and 323-3159.

ACTION: &#39;
~:&#39:t;. rT"&#?IQh
oy e Birmffbdoban adviged/ .;5-1 /il
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Mr.Belmo DATESeptemh’é1963&efe 4391

Gundy .i__

Vi

 SUBJECT 1

While talklng with SAC Mbore

whettt@Signi calbeunVestigation.

Theressomepsestion towhethédhecsas . /6
in theea and before further inquiries are to be conducted it

dodtecracipformaidheneeti7
co?erihe ang before any eon eratlr Gbl%@t ﬁl_yeeﬁtti) the

they&#39; smother

ACTION TAKEN:

SAC Moore was advised that hmuld go forward
with the use of the polygraph in the event thaiver of approval

I of the mother was obtained, unless advised to the contrary.
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UNITED STATESGC92RNMENT

Memorandum
j .gl on :
TO Mr. Mohr ., oh% mon
Casper
— Callahan...._......_
Conrad__i
<&#39;...-- DelLuoch T
"wHe [
N 3.5 I: E&GI8]
= DATESeptem|(2£),1963
Tovelii
Trotter._i-_..
. Tole.Room
= -_-.mom C. D. DelLoach Holmes
"1 =A&#30; @andy
sunj:-;c&#39;r= UNKNOWN SUBJECTS
o ,BOMBING OF SIXTEENTH
SO STREET  BAPTIST CHURCH .
L, --33 BIIRIVHNGHAM, ALABAMA 182_vagiaokiado; &#39;
am SEPTEMBER 15, 1963
o BOMBING MATTERS
&#39;F?

e, KM Byeferenuaimd J1reatoncl&#3¥1BHKa{EC 1
_;5&#59... ’_¢[}_'_#§9;_I?_§ Géeygpdl! at 11:45AM this morning. Uponleéarning  the Director&#39;s
T " —absence, the Sena ar asked to speakwith me. | told him that unfortunately the

N Directowasntravebktatuandhat wouletalkingvithhinthisafternoon

Vot tibgiat t0—" iy~ tr+-8#39;i$t5il.5th X | .Q;
l-.r 2. , -J [ Ja_ /Kw ;- I
um The Senatof'was "ver&#8i@nydly and talked for ddp&iximately minutt
. He stated he was sorely troubled about the Birmingham ddse. stated that he hoped

92*_4 the FBI Woulo_l solve this matter ar_1d b_ring the guilty incl.ividt....l-—_trelstask. The Senator

-L1;-o” | |3 0:
@i+5 %*%28*dkwvays a possibility that the communists had perpetrated the bombing. 1 told the

"-til Senator the Director had instructed nothing be overlooked in our in¥estigation
this  matter.

E Senator Russell told me he sincerely hoped that the Attorney General
<g or the President would not attempt to suppress evidence in this ddee. said he knew
*tha_t Mr. Hoover would never stand feuch ~ an act, however, the possibility —always
|.-*existed thiat the perpetrators the Birmingham incident proved to be individuals
whose guilt might embarrass the Administration, there could possibly be an attempt
| to suppress evidence or play downthe gfilt  these individuals. | told Senator Russell
PR that the Director would never be a party to such an itiwadent, as robtter fact,
.t if any Administration attempted to use the FBI in this manner, they would certainly
Fmad ;regretit. | mentiongkattheDirectoonanumbedRE8 & §,Si '}@v}18p8 1
Q-—f=pa ‘o Attomey General had ever attempted to use the FBI in a "political" rria&#39; moefeki

- StatiHiTaiiS oWevEgT atife il Githdc - &SketiEto)

by his office on the next time up to the Hill.
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EEg PAGE FOUR.
; SEVENTEEN RAMBLERS WITH LICENSE BEGINNING WITH ONE A SEVEN
1% AND ONE B SEVEN ELIMINATED TO DATE.
8439 UARRIOR, ALABAMA, KLAN GROUP.
. PERTINENT INDIVIDUALS ~ GLEANED FROM REVIEW @®RMINGHAM  FILES.
THIS GROUP INTERVIEVED, ALIBIS FURNISHED ANDCHECKED TONO AVAIL.
VlJ:-A NONE REFUSED TO FURNISH  ALIBI.
-1 NATION OF ISLAM.
a MEMBERSHIPBIRMINGHAM MOSQUEDRTION  GBLAM,  SIX TWO
IFIVESIXTH [AE MTUHITRA
Q BEDEIERME XXLHBISD |
SOLICITED AND CHECKED.
' S—EVEP'A'L—AV%UITIONAL CHUF?CAF[ MEMBE%S IN ATTENDANCE SEPT. FIFTEEN
WHEN EXBSURRED LOCATED AND INTERVIENED THIS DATE.NO  ADDITIONA
PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPECAR{ESE INTERVIEWS, WITH EXCEPTIO
1,_:1.&#19; =1 THAT AT LEAST THREE STATE ODOR FOLLOWING EXPLOSION UNLIKE

ANYTHING THESKHR LED BEFORE. DESCRIBHBAS MRY GUNPOWDEF
ECRACKER TYPE SMELL BUT YET SPECIFICALLY NOT GUNPOUDER OR
Oo"H-RI:IleCKER ODOR. ARRANGEMENTHLL BE MADE THROUGHLITARY
AUTHORITIES FORT MC CLELLAN, TO CAUSE EXALOSION THREE

_=.=8§8#39:Y~T f. -

END PAGE FOUR,
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The following information concerns our investigation
ithe bombing of the Sixteenth Street  Baptist Church in
Birmingham &#@@ama&#gga-ﬁ-&, /3?7 -
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Hemorandu to Hr. Belmont
RB: BIBUBISG OF SIITEENTH

512551 BAPIISI QHUBGE

-fijf | Intensive invessgaasant

Fort McClellan, Atabama identity Bill, .‘}e_a Je

-macksthe" tyipexp

_supglie

cClell;
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Q1-5
"""" 19
_V individuals and
RH39; period are being out o Persons wianses the vy
_________ witnesses thus tar interviewed _supportthe  claims of the suspects
that they were in Anniston during the pertinent ti@e& |
Eiforts to locate the Rambler described by
continuing with all possible speed. Automobiles of Klan
and active eegregationists are being identified and checked
out aoon gmossible.
Eitorts to locate additional persons who wWwere the area
___ofthe churchat the tohe the bombing are also  continuing, and

" |J%39,93 cars passing through the areaon Sunday, 9-22-63, vobrserved and

_ .g#3g-. those noted to be  worthy of checking will bdentified and all the
T ' owners interviewed.
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Memorandum to Hr. Belmont

RE: UNSUS; BOEING @BIXTEENTH
BARHEST
&#39;t _;-&#39;=-.
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lith respect NO1, the all~Hegro, anti-white cut
z. which  seeks  t H&f-av:-w- i dthe ™Monn g Q- Wypid el
the possibil
;With regard to the anonymous ved by
N Office on 9- %:13 g?) that d.. b ,
. Negroes een W __ -gnen Z?E&»a
A ng%m‘f ’ tick 0| P ahamit gi%'rh% —and~"--4'
475 f g 0 _ the anonymous report
oun avit ou oun :
t6%0"
e ) ) "§9YV ews; or Kianand  hate group  members and
3%
rmaty of
for the bombing Vileich deplored.
&#39; The Birmingham Office and auxiliary offices are continuing
-.—;4AC_ H@Niews and ieads preferred basis.
’ n
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This is the case in which tour young Negro girls were
kiled . in_ the bombing oi the 16th Street Baptist Church in f
gra

BlrmlngharAJ?il?]am@,n9/1_5/63¢ »
| everi aS : :
Signg seanthestao |Eif@a’t@umism‘t!e>d 0

pieces oi heavy gauge wire from the screen covering over the

windows in the ladies lounge ! pieces oi window frame from windows
in the ladies lounge ! fragments or drapery material iron drapes
covering the windows in the ladies Ilounge ! iragment of metal tram:
from screens catering windows in ladies lounge !  scrapings irom
_ window sill  oi windows in ladies lounge ! piece oi red plastic
C insulated ~ wire found on iloor among debris in ladies lounge ! pies:
C oi red plastic insulated wire taken from a bell signal system used
19i-"ilfg§§§§9=l in the church and 8! pieces oi concrete from Oldsmobile and Chev-
=-Lifez ’ rolet outside of the  church.
G g
The examinations oi these materials are now complete.
No residues were found on any or the submitted items which were
o indicatire @ speciiic  esplesive=  The red plastic insulated wire

found on the floor among the debris in the ladies lounge was a coppe:
coated steel wire similar in all respects to a wire wused in jacketed

. telephone "JKP" station wire.
ISM;
The Birmingham Office is being advised oi the above

el by fpleope i eRon i S
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Sixteenth In connection veitin investigation of the bombing dhe
Street Baptist Church iBirmingham, Alabama, on  9/15/63,
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LI Memorandum for Hr.  Belmont
1 RE: UNSUBS; BOHBING OF SIXTEENTH
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
1_
id». f,"-
%.
Tn-1 intelli
"Fthe hes
,_the dri L. . .
Ibut dou Birmingham advises tha appears to be oiaverage
_ gEnce above the facts to .
toi  his memory. that he would recognize

-TIW, ver oi the car i again under similar .
5% bts that heould pick him  froma  crowd. clircumstances

furnished by himare beng runout with glsm le speed.

Ourin
21
are
t period.
action.
»gz,are als
T tregan are oi violent
In addition to the=mbers of the Anniston Klavern, we

o checking all other active members oi the Klavern which
ILé &#39;i 31&#39;

&#39; &#BYWHJ is.

*bomb ng
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B _ Interviews of known Klan and hate group members and
a = bombing suspects are continuing @n uninterrupted basis by the
Birmingham and  auxiliary offices. Approximately 100 such interviews
.- on 9/19/63. In checking onthe activities of
19 . aansman in Birmin ham it was determined that
:-I'F’-?’ &#39 S rthe day of  the bombing
the seat cove &#30; seat covers wecevered
by Age and Fﬁ orgarded to I horatory
S@ stibstantd %ﬁﬂﬁ? ;
AT71. An itenof mterestls mformatlomecelved from
¥T" who was i h e
"¢ .She adVisEd Het RHIEt askexfour
I death victims to leave the ladies _ landge return to their
' Sunday School chags the admonition, "Those who don&#39;t obiye
A sdordlive onlyhalf aslong,” She stated thatshe turnedto walk
Al " upstairs when~ the explosion occurred and all four — Negroes to whom
she had made the remark  \éled.
All phases of this investigation are _
pressed. The investigation will l®ven more |nten3|f|ed with the
vl additional personnel of ten Agents and two stenographers arriving
iBirmingham today on  special assignment from other offices.
ACTION:
' @libsrtion is being given thatter atthe  Seat of
= Government and pertinent developments viodd imme disbyight

to your attention.
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Memorandum
TO MBBELHONTQJ ATE/23/63 92,

oG7110;

bquonu
Mr. Belmont i
FRO 1 S. B. Donahoe M. 3°59" 8
Mr.  McGowan Gm
. Mr ¢ Ina-Vin A
swsen UNKNOBIMNBJECTS L Uw
Bombl SixteenthStreet ~92
@ n"i‘ﬁmmﬁﬁbam&%ﬂ F Wt"?
$"=_. &H99; .
SAC Roy K. Moore, who is at Birmingham  directing our
investigation in this at 12: p.m. today
SAdore is arrangigg for the Jacksonville Office to cover
the activities of Chambliss on this t@yher action will
depend upon what Chambliss does and/or what Heads on his truck.
If tload appears  suspicious and unrelated to his employment,
SAdore plans to arrange, through  the Jacksonville Office, to
either have Ghappbliss by thelice doy Special Agents
so he can be interviewed and the contents of the  truck checked

out. SAC Moore was advising the Bureau so that the Bvoall
be on notice in the event SACD.K.Brown, of Jacksonville, contacted-

the Bureau on this later. 1Q4*17 /lpg  _# Ipfjx
ACTION: RES.1 - -_ii&#39,,¢Q v /-0
For information. &....\7’;25 Lil
| h---&#3Y- ----.-
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3
&2 ﬁz”&#w "4#39,45 Your communication of September 15th has been
=511 - received and | appreciate your furnishing these observations.

1-

1™ ; ff A want assure youbat investigation iseing
conducted thoroughland impartially in affort to deveiopaii
the iacts._ W&  not enterthis case vaitly preconceived con-
clusions and the iull facilities oi  this Bureau are being utilized

- P 8439 toresolve  this matter.
Enclosed issome literature | hopewill be of
| interestto  you.
Sincerely yours,
, U. Hagdf-»

y 811 :
o SEP &#39;5 1953 Johrittigarer
B comm-FBI . Director
Q1-&#39;3-L

m;ﬂfg ;’2 Enclosures 3!
Oy 230 Newspaper Clslpplngantltled "FBI Piecing TogetherChurch_- Bomblng Clue
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Mr .Callahan

Mr. C_ 9n'nd
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Hon. Edgar Hoover Sub] _ ~“ect: Bombmgs & "l:\/lelssﬁg%rprﬁés"
Washington 1!c. Mi" MY -

H1:

Dear Mr. Hoover

Being aery disabled person  and having nothing else
to do, @erson thinks a gteak | was wondering the sudden
stoppage of big res upand downthe easternsea boardhas any
relation tthe Birmingham bombing. These fids s happening
every day untillast  Sunday.

Another thing  ifthis was d@ime bombmy idea is that
itcame fromNew Yorkor Chicago.

JO2 G My EHIFYOTEEAN 85, JESTE ANy ERINIPHG R

would do such ahing.

I'would suggestevery airportand  all passanger be

checked.

| hope the animals who commited this crime vod
caught.

Ihas been suggested thafl right leaders could have
had something to do with this in order tkeep an uproar and discredit
those who disagree with them. | know one thong are not interested
in any thing justice.

And the good Lord only knows what viadippen tthe
FBI when you decide to retire.

14%

miys,
9J. 'L-J/g&#?vg;-r

°t,:9Dy}

Yespectfully
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J 18439, "Geri
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A’f . Your letter of September 17th has breenrived,
and | want to express my appreciation for yond sentiment
Itis my hope that my future endeavors continue to merit your
support and approval Hoank also, for furnishing me your
comments afibervations
fdg: man 31&#39Sincerely yours,
“&#1.’>9;-r-}-
1&#39;-!

NOTE Correspondent is not identi able in
.5 Q
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DelLouch _,i

TO :MrMcGow24&#39;i9R]ss ember 25 Rgsgsssef{:i:ﬂ ...... |
| - RIROVERHW?::;

]
5 JE "gaad-S5ADL

>'"1 n. ,.-5>
&v;égi;%is&#sg;f_i&#sg;ly
05t be in eplosition to furnish some
e L know more  information about  the Georgia- ]
e Virginia who allegedly knosomething abdl bombing
t o werein aar with Tennessee license plates.
. 1&#39;
L 925%. »8."~ infgr itho ' sofar
S == q&\/l cgualo FQT.SC)rm ?gnmbct@ﬁcefﬁ]g‘? y!tltgg' rumirg%%?/gaateﬂess
0 referencebeomigiddiact ttnm knemmi e &#3C
mformatlon aboutes ific, jcar. It was thou Fb scoudéisgL
msource. Unigte circum #39;cien
ius  iion to talk tbecause |s back round a
N and as aesponsmleltlzen Thiapproach wad&#39;eT1&#
TSQ
L'ﬁ#;sa:> It should be pointedout that SACMoore faeds the
F! * 9]
_ express aaopinion dfloore&#39;s this phase dhe case
e- closely teee the developments.

Itis ribted the Marshal&#39ffce is furnishing transportation

tBlatkand RoydiH#3RELSTREIBHRO; &#@9;,d&

| Ihave talked to SAC Mooreon anumber of occasionsstressing the
need get someoverage beyonchat wehave now \Wave sent inone
* _a-151 /sound marfrom Mraani we are sending inadditional menas explainedto
$ou anithey argairig tetart geﬁ?h@sult§#ﬁ%mon as somef th
are in. It vappiear tbe d |ra tr SS J actthat wedwve
coverage ongé&39;s |ns #39,y &#a9n&tmiiag to

source orsuitable Ianguagﬂhlchwuiltchte tp@; Iff %éﬂel@pmg
mformatlon—we are not gettingit from somebody else. &#39;

&#—39;2&#39 |&%J¢EB¢39 "Il-sung;

LAR:ig{e By
'S
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BIRMINGHAM,ABAMA \/9 FT
SEPTEMBER 15, 1963
BOMBING  xvmrrsns
SAC Faisst called to advise that the Agent who drove
B3 Earl Bleak and Kenneth Royall from the airport was asked
5. about the Bureau&#3Byestigation Red Blaik. &#39;
=41

En route to the quarters dmcupied Blaik and Royall,
- Blaik inquired of the Agent as to just what progress was being made
and if we had any good leads. The Agent indicated that was not
faunthliar any of the specifics awhich time Blaik indicated that
if he couldn&#8@ft it from Birmingham he' Would have toall Washington

and get it from  Director Joh gar H ov The nt then
3 | propersaithahevou ‘chechith superior.
— [This see to satis r Blalk the mo ent.

The Age t then SAC Faisst about it whereupon

Faisst advised the Bureau.

ACTION &#39;| AKEN: :
t. - K;
F Baseduponthe aboveinformation, SAC Faisst was-

instructed to get in touch with Mr. Blaik and advise Mr. Biaik that

he understood an mquwly aﬁl been made concerning this_matter and
hewa.ntecastloBlaikhatweareconductiag#39;if1lost hltensive
and exhaustlve Investigation andthat there was rvetinchg could

[
1- Mr. Mohr RE®H

5 &#@9%1 -Vat
1Mr,  DelLoach  F Lyag- ¢ o

r o - plfablio yag-
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RE: BAPBOMB
u
LR Hidalk & ] BIPRHE
[} ’ ¥ ’ .lll - A “.
s leads if there were any dood leads, SAC Faisst should indicate that

we were running out all possible leads and there were rRarsst

tw should also mtake clearto Blaik that we were fully cooperating with all
our resources, ioeal authorities and raihdering possible assistan
r--ﬁ%}g;zp We were not, however, togive Mr. Rlaik Mr. Royall  any information {5
»@% about dovestigation.
7
;1;;85{?; ’ SR BV AT RE IO % iue  wion 1D B QuIi bR 298" P2 NI1&#3;
a givento SAC Faisst that noformation whatsoever concerning the
bombing investigation should h#scussed with either  Royal Blaik;
a: we are overwhelmed with our own work and we widit "wet nurse"

§6B94&9 26 L REBA B ERSGT  PHBPUSHRC B LAl OO TR §BNE M0t T RS R0 Py 1-#39;1-92
-&#39;-F»,-= dovumd

~agl-_

&fonie - ADDENDUM: gCLM:hw 79-24-eaW ¢ _ f g
&#39; ,1
LE SAC Faisst later advised that he  had contacted Mr. Blaik
aid told him the Buasau oondusti% a mos: intensive and exhaustive

investigation and literally had hundreds of leads and he was notin a
positionto evaluate or make any statementon the case dhis time.
vMr. Blaik desiredto know ithe Bureau was looking into glbssible
P -elements in the looal oommunitv in its investigation. Faisst advised
fBlaik that the Bureau&#3Brgestigation was most objective and we would
&#39;i overbdloikg andvould inquireinto all possible leadsin an objective
@hd impartial manner.  Mr. Blaik said he cdeciate the Bureau&#39;s
|&#39; pasitomedid not make anyfurther inquiries. Faisst statedthat

s Blaik was most cordial inthe conversation.

=
@
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TOMROINBAONE: 9/16/63
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Sal Andretta of the Department called me is rdorning

asked me the following question: "Whenwas the lasttime the FBI &#39
posted a reward?" I told mght offhand | d net know the answer =Y
in the Attorney General&#38fece. Inalso asked him ihis inquiry was /l

in connection with the recent Birmingham bombing case and he said

ng with the Director, | called Avadietta
o theAttorne)Gene -aEfSSndold himthatwehaven&#fageth

Frewarthovelbyearsthdt wehadimund wasotasuccessful
|waytotry to solvacases.| alsaoldhimthatit hadbeeurexperience
-rthatwhere substantial rewards have been offered that more difficulties
were generated than cases were solved. | told him that our way of
operating was to offer substantial sums to informants who produce on
Ithe barrel head and that this had brought success in the past. He said

_ 3)5al &H8hadthe same feeling a.ndhad so indicated to the Attorney General.

' . He wanted to know if the information | had furnished him was substantially

thﬁm inigh  theDirectorhadoldtheAttorneyGeneraand told
hi . The foregoing is submitted for record purposes. &#39i

M, Q4
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DelLoach B2 S 5 S N s e
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t|me 01 the bombing-
¢ y individuals o Know

the bom ing and three of them stated they were at the headquarters

Party, their organization, at the
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: UNSUBS; BOMBING OF SIKTEENTH
Q BIFEEST CHURCH
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Ly,
) Interviews in this case are being  conducted as
1Pt rapidly as possible and all leads deeeloped being handled
on greferred basis.
i _%&#39; ACTION
1 You viod kept advised  of pertinent developments.
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DATE! September 24, I86R a

omowaudnhna ||1}| E -

"&#39;° Mr.
0 Tuvel..
Trotter
FROM : C. Avans T=1le-Rm..
Holmes |._...
e Gundy ii
* sunpscr: UNKNSWNIE
.4;:1_-.~ p BOMBIN 1Q aEN: Fl LSIREJJfr.1aA RI1s:rwQ8U-i9H-..

BIRMINGHAM ALABAMA ,9/15/as
" A"c‘l‘ALI_I%lAAT'ILEI?SM— "

As was Ieavmg the bundlng for lunch today, O the
rOR IRV o218 e I U1 638 W 2111000 AT AR |92095%%f%%%b!3%|§ﬁ§8 92&#39;1Y Ql-9g b8 EHE8:92 cw

= irmingham with  reference tthe bombing! there.

| thich that he knew were conducting the most
intense and exhaustive investigation possible but  ttiere was nhothing
o which could be reported. He asked if we had any deads. | informed
- him  tinest were running cut every possible leéd, which there were

hundreds. The  Attorney General then said, morein the nature of a
statement than auestion, "Butyou dn&#39;t anything dood.
"~
Deputy Secretary of Defense Gilpatric then came up and the

R o, Attorney General justsaid "Good-by"and left.
_ &F39:-71
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| TO :Director, Federal Bureauof Investigation DATE: Septeml2€r, 1953
Internal Security Division
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;;/9'__, For your information there ienclosed an anonymoudetter

i s from Atlanta, Georgia dated September 16, 1963.
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9/25/63

Airtel

Y AFIF7 1,941 F

o: SACBQAtlanta Enclosures 2!
Birmingham  Enclosures 2!

Iron: Birectcr, B!

s L2

Attached for Atlanta and Birmingham are copies of a

self-explanatory memorandum iron  Assistant  Attorney  General
J. Walter Yeagley dated September 20, 1963, captioned
. "Anonymous Letter from Atlanta,  Georgia. Also attached tor
F.-R&#39,92 each ‘offce is a Xerox copy of the anonymous letter referred to
in the Departmental letter.
C. -, 0 sa s eoccupa
25PR8% 330, - of these
as--~,_.-&#39;¥*:&#39;."-uq
_1:7,'.%?&21;'%9_ Atlanta should furnish the results of its  inquiries
- to the Bureau and Birmingham since it is possible the anonymous
17526P% may have some bearing on the bombing case.
&#39;.2 i
" &#39;~&#39;1-"-r=, It is not clear whether the number 305l0GA is an
&#3B2- Alabama license  platefnumber. Birmingham consider  this
information with  regard to the Bapbonb case.
|
RBL:rag:jgs yr
|
5y
w'
%8
f @;" | : &#309; /
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00»
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$95_ Dear Mr. Hoover;

lam writing you inreferrence to the bombing in
Birmingham.
712 I might bein errorbut | can&#3®ink this is anything
butthe  work of Communist.

You are no doubt familiar with the fact that Communism
was outlawed  iB&#39;ham. about 15 yearsago. AMr. "Hallwas atthe
head of the party. | don&#3ow if thiswas GusHall ornot. Butl&#39;m
of the impression it was. It wasreported this Hall in B&#39;hament to
N. Y. Che Headquarters!

Itis reported now that there is amew leader of
Communistism in  B&#39;ham. Tmean&#39;s nam€laude CK. -Williams.
He is known ake  director of the party. He did &#39;0pe&#39;@t&8%439; with
Sedr i @7fB_el omimmanhof deported toRussia byorders of
Ratnedy. They were known for the subversive  activities done.

This Claude ~ @Villiams has posed invarious  cities |/
as aPres. ministemne beirigenverColo &en Paris, Ark.
== And now itsthe samein B&#39;ham fbim. There&#39;10 Christianity in
§.=- any Communist  asu know.

During the F. B. |. &#38westigations here on the bombings,
don&#39;t ybink it  appropriate for this man to have anvestigation too.
He could easily be the man, wWhows. Thanks for the gobd your

doing.
MGML5/.x

Bl-:&#39;r&6189439;iluod  &#39;

125&F49;

..£. 1&#39;

o AES:7<:

®*%r, X
-, Q sée@E b
5P

H/@ uses
/&#39:1"

a0 unQ- rr



192

zqgigip

6.

4" * [*Al@m/@..~ %
4 8 "I ?%Z>%

E/ "tfdaw &2

f/ tEzt *&#39:

5 S 2 é‘;ll azw 1,
IMQJ/Q g/Z-,Al.Ld,4/

2->=%



lgan

#5190

T_edyj .1
7¢.rnT</L9,"-:l

o5

.. 939,

&#39;*:8-i?- ,2:

£HqJ
$7702.

-#3 1?

~—

[@<=F= nggo Ru3<4>
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1have received your letter postmarked September 20th
and want to thank you for your generous comment concerning my
efforts as Director of the FBI. It was good of you to furnish me your
observations concerning the recent bombing in Birmingham and your
thoughtfulness in writing is appreciated.

_ Enclasetiteralinogouiingoe |
P-&#39;5; Sincengbyrs, W

of interest.

5- Edgar Hoover t/
t &#39;3
: Johre)EdgarHoover
irector .
%Fd@ 1? Biglosgham 5 05738
Tifei FBIIs*RO1e in the Field Of Civil nghts

Crime
Lée?ig hCommum§mneI¥
Conamun_i_s;&8#38I hel Knowledge Combat It!
Buiw&#39;atlibert¢f

3

You Versus

concernlng

\/ SE3 1"a@9§

Malnoow] Fi-ZL ETKAR#39; |1



gl.\l.l'l:l.z-[)&él'%?ég())(VEhNMENT K R 3°:1&#3g; &
” ¥ &morandum &#39; .g....:];z
o Mr. Belmont DAT ‘[é}ebemaﬁ;%
P 5 |/ am, &#39;I1
N | - @8#39; -
sk SUBJEC BARBO B | #
. ¥,
54, SAC to advise me
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T3-_&#39;82&#39;|-""
M

"
i-l .
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Tomorrovgbl &cavafdmmlﬂerwew
dentity'<  "Trpayrdoassary

the polygrap 1cime a W3.1V9l will be  obtaine

—| -&#39;.&#39; 2 /

ACTION TAKEN:

&#397 | authorized SAC Moore to utilize the polygraph unless
he heard to the contrary.

P 92// g /- »
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1, Z

~_.AMr. Conrad .. \B8 SEP 27.1953
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&#39;5 To Hr. Belmont DATE 9-21-63

Sullivan__.__..
’ Troker =
EFnowr  A.Ros /é F~* *02
kw J = BA—PBQMA S Tolson
5UBJECEOMBNGBIINGHAM"/3 o
J Cu er
__/Th " -&\L/#/# [E)v%%’é)ﬁ—m—
3L;.77? SAQViooreat Birminghamequestedthat the following Fesen-—...
'—’—f ibdividuals made available to him in connection with his
- investigation. Tole.Room_.i
I He needs a man thoroughly competent to handle echn'g:aiﬁH??I v
ters. He hadmecked with  S3x@pp at Miami and SA

is available.

It is recommemneeslirectetb igjmediately

nrarnnAdA tA M in~ah A
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* ReBHairtel,  9/19/63.
é,-r-?lre o NYNOIlinformantsverecontactedon 9/23and24/63,
T but wereable to fomish information concerningan NOl

- E mbdﬂavmgbeenln Birmingham\labamarecent Z ?

Informantswerealerted to | medlatelyeport anysuchinforma-

»[2.8439,7Tea#39,, 1.z TW@NICH might cometo their attention.
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his information. The article.  was.not edited = and_is_exac81y.

as he vitcteven mcludlng an emor vbllelghTerre_d §§ag-
to the bombed church ake th Avenue Baptist ChurchjinsteadT?

of thel 6tlstreet ! Bapt&#39;i st 011 5¢n" .-"3.-i

F xii  -"C Enclosed herewith r5&&#39Emeat is the é}s1cCief*?;n
form the CATHOLIC WEE20/63 referred to above and one¥qu]
autostat of  the article. Itis noted that the CATHOLIC WEEKY
ipublished iBirmingham, Alabama, and the Birmingham Yqii
Office may obtain deslred_number of copies there, _ ;gs

Itis noted that this same isfue the CATHOLIC

WEEK carries also on pa%e one an article  captioned "PRIEST&#39;8¢.
REFLECTS ONMETING A MOTHER SEEKINGHR CHILDREN" written -

by Reverend EDWARIEOSTER, Director of the North  Alabama
Issions of the Catholic Church. The article reflects that ~

Reverend FOSTERisited the  bombed church and entered the ~;~
basement of  the church  and thus may have guemEnent in-1
formation to thigestigation. fr &#39; &#39;.

Father JAMS advised that he did not actually enter
the church  but stayed aroundin frontof  the church during
thetime  hewas inthe  vicinity. He advised that Reverend
FOSTER apparently arrived at ~ the church dfter Father -_.
JAMES,lett. Father = FOSTER residesat 3160 Highland Drive,
South, Birmingham, Alabama. y pp — o B#39;

Birmingham should, ifnot already d]_gtain N a
agpy Father FOSTER&#B8¢de and  interview him  concern-
ing any knowledge he may have concerning instant matter.

The interview with Reverend JAMES will  be reported

f
in full ona 302 imvestigative report  byobile. .- r
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Hage
te rl I Iat OI I l In g ~~The Catholic Week
&#39 J~- . .
&#39 ;_B:Lrmlngham, Ala.
Father William James, Diocesan Cenfra- dreds ol&p&8ple frgntically ru.shing to a street
-e&#3@#BY; ternify Director, here Write: of what he wit- already mobbedwith ,a swayingPushingcrowd 1
nessed and felt immediately after thernb- and a few policemen, some of whom were
Ing of a Negro Baptist Church In Birming- auxiliaries  vsiikel helmets covering their
ham last Sunday morning, Father James hap- h
penedtbe travelling lust three blocks Tjéopﬂ ngou my”@c)m
away when themb wini oft. Hi ti a native seemed dazed and completely rbwildered.
of Birmingham.! - ers were cursing and shouting at an enemy
. . who seemedtbe face to face with them. Re-
It sounded like a score of supersonic jet  gpecllully, most moved aside as | got closer
planes had smultaneously_broken the sound tg a rather large church, the Sixth Avenue
barrier. People poured ftbeir homes to BaptistChurchfromwhichpeopleverestream
scan the sky. The almost deserted Sunday jng and into which ambulance drivers and
morning streets quickly became crowded with others were already
rtitiple uncertain what had caused the About ten cars parke od hext to the side en
deafening blast. trance of the church looked like they had been
| drove on for about a block until 1 saw a draggedthere from a junk yard. Oneof them,
- Ri30: man pointing to what seemedbe a cloud of seeminglyplownout into the middle of the
&#39.. smoke, slowly rising feom about 4 blocks: ~ street. was a pitiful sight. Rocks and large
away. Turning quickly | drove toward the area stones and pieces of concrete were every- .
- and parked my car. | began walking the short ~ whereFrom dawldlngacrosshestreeshredgq
dlstance to an area now swarming with hun- P, -
i ¢ LV 7&H#3NMW *7? \% . .
_ - I ZoTrla bate: 9/20/63
&H#3L, Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title: UNSUB; Egmbing
16th St. Baptist
*“&g#3g; 5881 @
-4 Classification:
. 41¢, LT C. .Vs bimlttirg icefziiMobile
Q-Copieshgde _
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of curteins waved through broken and shat
tered windows. &#39,%%\2_!._‘]

ON THE EAST SIDE of the chereh pre-
viously had beena doorway and stairs lead-
ingto itwas now an opening large enough to
drive aig truck through. What had been the
basement of the. church now looked like rem-
nants of war-torn buildings lhad seenin pic-
tures. The church had been bombed. The thick
cement and brick wall, symetrically and power-
ttast  for years, now was reduced
of rubble.  No floor was visible
ough piles  ofrock and debris. A toilet
lwas lyingon top of some of the rocks
ag)f ithad been casually offhandedly thrown
ere. Blood was all over the side walk ap-
1 proaches to the church and people were being
' helped into the many ambulances waidh
now arrived. "Father," one of the bystanders
said tme, they are tryingto killall afs."
Icould only agree.

A well-dressed Negro man was now pleading
crowd to refrain from  violence, It
was his church that had been bombed The
loolice will {ind those responsible forthis," he
said. Ayroup ofyoung menin the crowd
were loudly disagreeing with  himout then
helmetted police quietly and cautiously tried
to move intothe crowd now massed all over
the street. Avatrol car slowly dhsauagh
one section of the surging mass and someone
bounced darge  siffne the top of it. Another
followed. Other stones began to y toward the
line of police who did their bestto dbdge
The minister wasI stiIIIO pleading for order.

fully built
anass

MANY QHE PEOPLE Ipassed \aere
xious to speak. All of them it so spoke
respectfully and quietly. "Reverend”, one man
said, isn&#3fhis terrible?"  Avell-dressed man
who looked like he might have been an usher
in the bombed church s&ather,

to be patient. &#39;Vengentemine  saith the

- " shook thds

- dressed exactly dsvaswho tolthe "th#tis

was the fortieth bombing in recent years and
then he asked rbetorically, How long can we
keep oupeople froreerious retaliation?"
statement struck ~ me immediately  as being
very similarto the How long.0 Lord. how
long!" of the oppressedpeople of Gill-llls-"II
Old Testament. &#39;

More police wene arriving. Fire trucks
with lights burning brightly even in the day-
light were slowly moving toward thearea.
Crowds ofpeople wererunning hereand there.
some gettingaway from the rocks that were
ying about, others were calling for children
or for loved ones wskeemed to have been in
the church. Lol

AS IWAS WALKIN&vay fronthe churcli,
an elderly looking gentlemanapproached me
and asked, Reverend, why dae§#39;t catch
the ones who did such ahing? Why don&#8&y
get thosewho are trying to _kill us?" Ahort
time laterthe seconguestion wouhdve been
stated differently for they found the bodies of
four, little girls who were killed by the explo-

SlIon. 1 s

AAST LOOK at the scene which was |
coming maaad morf_elghtenln? by.tl_ie
ute broughtonce againto my atteniion the
"I-low long?" dhe minister. On this Sunday
moming which had begim so quietly and coa-
tinued so violently this same_prayerful ques-
tion mussurely havegeen irthe heartand
on the lips of many of the goodpeople ofBir-
mingham. &#39; j

Birminghama city thatis truly beautiful;
acity wioctes in distory thatwas so
remarkable itmerited foritself thetitle t _he
Magic City." Birmingham-now aname which
epitomizes formany throughoutthe world
hatred and violence and brutality. Birmingham

we&#39;ve got-a city whose peoplaow, if notin times

past, truly know real fear. Mincere  prayer

id. .., 10t become violent." Aoung . as | walked away and the prayer oi" many
§]%Mm F‘li:mn Whﬁ(@drSIN@ers who, like myself, were born in this city

v. —
Accidentally Ibumped intoa girl who was al-

eady in motion to throw a large rock toward
the police inthe middle of the street. When
she sawme she paused andthen droppedthe
rock when a&Negro man standing nearby and
smi oldiv on to his wife told her not-to
10 !

and who love this city, myayer was that the
time would not be so long before this city once
again would be known for her beauty, for her
good people, tor her tranquil and peaceful way
of life, for charity towards all men, rather than
for such as happened on this overcast and
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Priest Eye-Witness

Father William James. Diocesan Contra-
ternity Director, her: writes of what he wit-
nissed and felt immediately at-tel the bO &#39;92II-
ing a Negro Baptist Church in Birming-
ham lan Sunday morning. Father Jamel hap-
pened to be travelling iult three bloclu
away when the bomb went off. He ia  native
at Birmingham.!

It sounded like a score of supersonic jot
planes had simultaneouslybroken the sound
barrier Peopie poured from their homes tn
scan the sky. The almost deserted Sunday
mm-nine streets quirkty booame crowded 9292ith
pron]? .-ritl |wr e|&#39;/f&in hart caused the
rlenirnine blast.

| drove un lur about a hinrk dnti  saw B
man pointing th hot seemedtn be a Cloud of
smol-;r~_92-loufiging from a sp| about 4 blocks
r|9292a8&#BR q:m&#3kdpw  In9292:1hel arra
..nd r~an92iwy c-nr. | twg.-in 9292&#3Mdlistigrt
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